What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: Aldbourne Youth Council 
Contact: Hazel Keene, Youth worker, Tel: 01672 540434
	The issue raised by children and young people: A need for facilities – BMX jumps 

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	‘These young people had nowhere to go and ride their dirt jump bikes. There was a piece of land that wasn’t being used on the edge of the village that belonged to the parish council which they decided to use unofficially. A neighbour even donated some soil from some building works they were having done to get them going. It wasn’t long before there were some rumblings from one or two other neighbours to the field so I suggested they ought to get parish council permission to use the land before an official complaint was put in writing. The parish council couldn’t decide whether it would be covered by insurance or not and so no official permission was granted but they weren’t asked to leave. This was in August 2005.

In January 2006 without any warning the young people found a parish councillor demolishing the dirt jumps they had built. 

They came to me complaining and I suggested some choices they had, either they rebuild and cause a nuisance, complain and just do nothing or make a stand together and go to the next parish council meeting to ask ‘why?’. The young people met with the council and their energy and enthusiasm secured support from councillor Devey.’ 

[Hazel – youth worker] 


	‘The problem with the dirt jumps had been insurance. The company that the council use would not insure the activity unless the jumps had been built by an experienced professional track builder with their own insurance.  Young people held a meeting to discuss ideas. Following this young people went off to research other tracks in the country and their insurance arrangements. 

The youth group (with youth workers support) held meetings with councillor Devey on a regular basis to share findings and anticipate problems, including funding. 

The youth group identified a professional BMX track builder who is responsible for track builds around the country. They obtained estimates and organised a site visit with the builder and parish council to a vacant piece of parish land to see if their plan was suitable for the site.

The track proposal cost £7,500 plus VAT.

The track builder agreed the plan was acceptable with a couple of minor changes, the parish councillors present agreed it was a good position for the track to go and later on approved the idea at an official parish council meeting. Meanwhile the youngsters were well on their way looking into possible fundraising and grant applications.


	‘There is no doubt that were it not for their initiative and doggedness this project would not have gone ahead and it is to their great credit. I think that what they have achieved is an outstanding achievement.’ Dr Jonathan Rayner, Aldbourne Parish Council. 

‘’Basically what they achieved by sticking together and forming a group is an inspiration to others. They now have a youth shelter next to the track and have formed a youth council to continue helping to improve facilities in the village not only for themselves but for others and to help in the community. Plans for the future include more sports facilities and a rather ambitious (but who’s to say it’s impossible, not I) search for a building for young people in Aldbourne to just ‘hang out’ during the evenings.  

[Hazel – youth worker].

The young people received a Philip Lawrence Award for in recognition of their achievements. 

	Specific children and young people


	‘We wanted to do something about the lack of facilities for young people in our rural location.’ 

‘We started with 18 young people who formed an action group to try and get dirt jumps in Aldbourne. We talked to our friends and estimated that if we had dirt jumps that if we had dirt jumps that not only us but 200 + children and young people in the area could benefit.’ 


	‘To win backing from the parish council, we did thorough research into BMX jumps that met insurance criteria, found a qualified track builder and raised funds to build the track on a piece of vacant village land. We did this through a sponsored bike ride and other activities that raised £2,540 from villagers who sponsored us, gave donations or came to our fundraising events. We also applied for grants. In the meantime the parish council gave us a loan to build the track. Following on from this we began to form our Youth Council.’ 
	‘We are maintaining our track and will continue to fundraise to sustain it. Our youth council is involved in the community on an ongoing basis having close links with the parish council. The youth shelter is almost complete and with a little more fundraising we will be able to complete the project and then move onto other plans. We are in the process of completing paperwork to ensure the youth council is recognised as an official voice for young people in Aldbourne. Our constitution has been signed and already we have volunteered to help with a village working party to keep our village tidy and put up bird boxes. We also delivered leaflets to every house in the village for the parish council and have designed our own logo and headed paper. In 2007 we will have our very own official youth elections at the same time as the Aldbourne Parish Council elections take place.’ 



	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	


Improved outcomes for children and young people: making a positive contribution, enjoying and achieving, being healthy

Source: Phillip Lawrence Awards 2006 

