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	The issue raised by children and young people:  Driving Lessons

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	The Care Action Team (CAT) is a group of young people in and leaving care who work alongside Hampshire County Council (HCC) to develop services for children & families. 
They have worked together with others to develop the ‘Passport to Success’. This is based on the premise that the County Council is a corporate parent to the young people whom they have looked after. Many issues were raised by the Care Action Team. 

Most care leavers were unable to afford driving lessons and felt disadvantaged in not being able to drive.
	Care leavers met with the Executive Member for Children’s Services and managers in HCC Environment Department to discuss proposals. 
 
	A scheme offering driving bursaries has been developed. Eight driving bursaries are awarded to care leavers each year.
On a needs-led basis Balphour-Bettie and Mildren Constructions Ltd each contribute £1000 towards these bursaries. 
The bursaries cover the cost of 20 driving lessons, a theory test and a practical test. 

	Specific children and young people


	‘Many of our peers are supported by their parents to learn to drive. For a lot of jobs, being able to drive is a real advantage.’ 

	“We were told by others that it wouldn’t be possible. But we presented our arguments to the politicians and managers and it’s now come off the ground”
	“I live in Cornwall and work in a quarry 20 miles away. Being able to drive has meant I can keep my job.”
The CAT team and Hampshire County Council were selected for a Wavemakers award in 2006 recognising the benefits that this project has achieved for young people in care. 

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	Hampshire County Council plan to steadily increase the number of bursaries each year to benefit other young people in or leaving care. 

Judges from Wavemakers Award said,

‘The breadth of good ideas in their entirety showed how much this project can benefit young people in care – it is to be applauded.’


Improved outcomes for children and young people:  making a positive contribution; enjoying and achieving; economic wellbeing.
