What’s changed? – mapping the impact of participation activity 
Name of organisation: Hampshire County Council - Care Action Team – Passport to Success 
Contact: Morag Currie, email: morag.currie@hants.gov.uk
	The issue raised by children and young people:  Support for Higher Education 

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	The Care Action Team (CAT) is a group of young people in and leaving care who work alongside Hampshire County Council (HCC) to develop services for children & families. 
They have worked together with others to develop the ‘Passport to Success’. This is based on the premise that the County Council is a corporate parent to the young people whom they have looked after. Many issues were raised by the Care Action Team. 

Care leavers at university felt that they needed more support in applying to university and more emotional support when applying to university.
	HCC has had good links with a couple of local universities and this has been built upon. Care leavers and HCC officers have worked with Aim Higher to develop a regional compact, outlining how universities and LAs can work together to support care leavers.

	The main ways that we have begun to support care leavers within HE is by encouraging young people to go to university by promoting the support available; providing young people with an opportunity to see what university life is like; and working with universities to attend to particular needs of young care leavers such as accommodation during holiday times. 
In partnership with Aim Higher, HCC has run two HE summer schools for looked after children and care leavers.  The last summer school was a three day residential held at Winchester University, where existing students ran workshops on university life. 
Several care leavers now work with the Widening Participation teams at their universities as student ambassadors. They attend meetings and events to give looked after children and care leavers understanding of the reality of student life and the support available. 
To support young care leavers at Winchester University, the university has ensured that they do not have to vacate premises during holiday times, like other university students.  



	Specific children and young people


	‘Our friends at uni have their parents to turn to when they’re having a tough time – we don’t have that.’ 
‘Some people think that because we’re care leavers, we’re not capable of going to uni.’ 
	‘We met with one of the Children’s Services county managers and the Aim Higher (South East) manager and helped to write a compact.’
	‘I think the support I get from HCC is great – I’m much better off than some of my friends at other universities.’
‘I really enjoyed the summer school – I now really want to go to uni.’

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	Feedback from young people attending the Winchester University summer school suggests that this has helped other looked after children consider going into HE. 

‘I found out that university wasn’t boring like school.’
‘It was like a taster of uni life.’
‘Now I think I’ll go to college. It’ll be hard and a challenge but this summer school has made it easier to think about HE.’
‘I know now that I’m not on my own.’
The young people received a Wavemakers Award in recognition of their achievements. 
Judges said,

‘The breadth of good ideas in their entirety showed how much this project can benefit young people in care – it is to be applauded.’


Improved outcomes for children and young people:  making a positive contribution; economic wellbeing; enjoying and achieving 
