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	The issue raised by children and young people: 
Skate park renovation




Date: 2003

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	Following a campaign launched by the NRG Huntingdonshire DC accepted proposals to go ahead with the skate park renovation.  The council had recognized the need for a facility for young people and supported the local desire to have this particular facility in the town.  

The Council liaised with members of the NRG group on the design of the renovation.   


	The council acted as a central point to hold the money as there was a considerable amount of it, by supplying architects and political good will throughout the fundraising. Providing additional funding, community development time and promotion of the project and most importantly, ongoing maintenance of the new skatepark.
	The skate park has been totally regenerated - both in terms of the design and the people who use it.  There are lots more skaters and bmxers, and more visiting riders.  The social aspect of the park has always been important and this has improved a great deal. 

Completion of the park marks an important stage in listening to what people want and helping them to achieve. This is an important element of local authorities putting the needs of their communities at the centre of things so its very successful and more likely to succeed in meeting needs than any imposed scheme. 

	Specific children and young people


	After a three-year fundraising effort, and support from local individuals and organisations the NRG raised enough money to go ahead with the skate park renovation.  A local volunteer helped with the fundraising and putting together the NRG design team to ensure the park was totally what the users wanted.  There were numerous consultations and meetings with the council.  

The design team for the skate park was made up of the young lads who used the park – this allowed us to gain valuable information from the skaters and bmxers who use the park and gave the design team everything they needed to know about what was wanted at the skate park. (NRG Chair) 
	The design team was made up of the young lads who use the park and they had to organize their own meetings and decide on what went into the new park (eg. ramps, artwork), there were no other contributors to the design but themselves.

(NRG Chair) 
	As a result of direct involvement of the lads who use the park they got exactly what they wanted, from where things located to the size of everything in the park.
(NRG Chair)

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	During the whole project what the users of the park wanted was key to the success of the new park, eg. it was evident that a smaller learning area was wanted so one was put in the design.


	During the whole design and build process the progress was documented and put out in monthly reports both put up at the park and on the web site, so every one knew the progress of the project.
	Because of the new park we are getting visitors from nearly all the local towns and villages around St Neots and there are a lot of different groups of young people meeting socially at the skate park.

We are constantly hearing and being told by the skaters that more and more people like the park and are coming back more frequently.  We are also getting greater public interest - the skate park is in a public park  and more people come in and ask about it all.  (NRG Chair) 


     Improved Every Child Matters outcomes for children and young people:  enjoy and achieve; be healthy; making a positive 
     contribution
