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	The issue raised by children and young people:  Lack of things for young people to do

	Evidence from
	Listening
	Action
	What’s Changed

	Organisation


	In my role as Youth Empowerment Worker I try to get young people to look at their local areas and go for election to the youth council.

I spoke to a group of young men in Freshwater about their views on what could improve things for them in the rural West Wight.

	Three of the group decided to go for election on a major issue, which they felt affected them and many other young people in the area i.e the lack of things to do. Two were elected to the Isle of Wight Youth Council. Both could be described as “hard to reach”, one of their teachers described them as the “wrong sort.
	The MUGA is free and open to young people for the majority of the time.  

It is very well used. The MUGA is booked out to local schools and sports clubs for a maximum of 15 hours a week which pays for the electricity and routine maintenance. 
It is a safe, well lit area and is close to the skate park and youth centre.

	Specific children and young people


	We got elected on our manifestos. These were about developing the derelict tennis courts behind the skate park into a basketball court and five-a-side pitch as we were constantly in trouble with the police for playing on the car park. We said we wanted lights, benches and a shelter to make the area a special place for young people. There is a local sports centre but it isn’t cheap to use

	After we got elected we met with local county and parish councillors and persuaded them that the young people of West Wight needed more things to do and places to go. The derelict tennis courts were part of the parish plan and the parish council accepted our points and took on the project with support from the County Council. 
We had several site meetings along with councillors, surveyors and builders and chose a design for a Multi Use Games Area (M.U.G.A.)  Two years later we now have a facility which is open to us, for free, and which cost a total of £170,000 to build. The funding came from a variety of places including Barclays Bank, The Football Foundation and even E.U.F.A
	Four young people interviewed at the MUGA on August 7th 2008 said,

“If you’re bored you can come down (to the MUGA) and play football; before we just used to just hang around on the streets” – Lewis (13)

“It gives me something to do like play football – it’s better than hanging around on the streets being bored. Lots of people use it and it prevents them from getting bored and getting into trouble” – Robyn (14)

“Up to 50 people can be down here at once – we play games of 15 – 20 a side sometimes” – Lewis

“Last week there were lots of foreign students around and they came down here and we played England v Germany games” – Robyn

“Everyone socialises more since it’s built and meet down here – you know you’re mates are going to be down here” – Steve (14)

“It’s good, because of the lights you can play at night time and not get told off” – Jack (16)

“It’s the only place on the Island with this flooring and the only one that’s free and open” - Lewis 

“Local police report a 71% drop in Anti social behaviour in the West Wight area” - Councillor George Cameron

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	Nearly 250 young people voted for the candidates on this platform.
	
	


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, staying safe, making a positive contribution.
Source:  Isle of Wight Youth Council









