What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: Kendray Youth Play Project, Barnsley
Contact: Andy Fleming, andy.fleming2@btinternet.com; 07976 264155
	The issue raised by children and young people:  Developments to outdoor provision (2003)

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	The Voice and Influence programme has helped give young people a say in the changes taking place in their neighbourhood. “Young people are not apathetic. You can see their eyes light up when it’s an issue about them under discussion.” 
“We are running an exciting project about young people getting their voices heard.”

	The Kendray Youth Play Project started in 2002 with a series of events to identify young people’s priorities for the area. They wanted a place for activities like football and skateboarding and somewhere to hang out and meet friends. 
“The young people have been involved in the whole process and seen it through; they’ve done the design; they’ve done the work.”
	“The space has more things they want to do in it and therefore they will look after it more.”

“Young people are also setting the criteria about giving out grants for other young people with a budget of £5000; there are DJ workshops, rap, singing, dance and drama.”
“Since April I’ve seen a real difference in the young people. Socially they are much better with each other.” 

	Specific children and young people


	
	Young people worked on this project for 18 months.

“There’s a good outdoor space, but there’s nowt to do in it. I’ve been designing it to make it look better, to have more to do…. Now it’s a design of what we want but could never have done before.” 
“I think it will be better when we’ve done all the plans that we’ve got for it.”
“We live round here and this is what we want it to look like when we’ve finished with it.” (Model of play area, zip wire, swings etc.)

	“I’ll be happy to bring up my kids here and hope they will have a good life like I’ll have now” (14 year old boy.)
“It feels great that I’ve been able to make a new part of Kendray” (14 year old girl.) 

“There were lots of drugs people dealing drugs on the street so it wasn’t safe to go out, but now it’s a lot different.”
“It’s good it gets us off the streets and stops us getting into trouble with the police.”
“We re getting what we wanted we’ve got a skate park and a zip line, rock climbing, music centre - really a lot of things. 

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	“You see more elderly people walking up and down, happy and not being afraid to walk about and not run into a drug addict.

“This is not just for us; it’s for all different people around here.”
“I think Kendray is going to be a better place after it’s all done up.” 


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution
Source:  What would you do with this space? CABE Space, 2004; enquiries@cabe.org; www.cabespace.org.
