What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: The Maypole Centre, Birmingham Youth Service, Birmingham.
Contact: Becky Crampton, 0121 4646172, Becky_Crampton@birmingham.gov.uk
	The issue raised by children and young people:  Lack of facilities for children and young people in their area

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	A group of young people from the Druid’s Heath estate on the outskirts of Birmingham decided to discover what other young people thought about the estate where they lived.  They devised a questionnaire which asked their views of the estate, where they hung out and why, whether they felt safe, whether there were enough facilities for children and young people and what they would like to see in place.
Nearly 150 children and young people completed the questionnaire. 


	Following a presentation by the young people outlining what facilities they wanted on the estate a bid for NRF funding was put in by Local Services and the Parks Department.

	A MUGA (Multi Use Game Arena), enabling young people to play basketball and football has been built.
A new shelter and a new bench area have also been created.



	Specific children and young people


	“We got ideas for different facilities from going round Birmingham and taking photos of things like seating areas, skate parks, football and basketball pitches, adventure swings and floodlighting”
The analysis of the results found that children and young people thought the estate was a dirty and boring place to live.

“They say go and play on the fields, but they’re covered in dog mess.  You can’t play there”

“Its stupid, we want to be active, but there’s nowhere to go” 

The survey found that 90% wanted to see more facilities for young people, in particular an adventure swing, a multi-purpose sports area, a skate park and more seating areas and shelters.

	The young people presented the results to a group of local decision makers including the parks officer, the district officer responsible for community facilities, housing providers and police.
The results included preferred choices around design and colour and also which they thought were the most practical.  


	"Young people now have a place to call our own" Shaunna
"Its great to finish a game with out being moved on by residents/police” Ashley
"Its great to have a place to play football" Daniel


	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	The facilities attract young people from all over the estate.  Young people organise their own games/matches.  The police have reported a reduction in anti social behaviour since the facilities have been in place.


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution
Source:  Practise What We Preach event
