What’s changed – Participation Outcomes Tool
Name of organisation:   Nottingham City Council/Nottingham Evening Post 
Contact:   Darren Cashin, Nottingham City Youth Engagement Unit, Tel: 0115 9156837 
	The issue for children and young people:     negative media portrayal of young people 
Date:  2005 

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	Concern over negative media portrayal was brought to the attention of the Council by members of the Youth Council.  Through the Chief Executive of Nottingham City Council a meeting was arranged with the editor of the local paper, the Nottingham Evening post, to air their grievances.  
	The Post met with members of the Youth Council and pointed out that a large percentage of stories they printed were positive, although it was negative stories which grabbed the limelight.  Journalists explained that it was often difficult to get quotes from youngsters who were in school during the day when the paper was being produced. 
	As a result of the meeting, the Post promised a package of measures to help in reflecting the contribution made to society by many of the city’s young people. Amongst other things, the Post pledged to work with the youngsters to create a youth column in the paper, to try harder to seek young people’s views on relevant issues and to do more to cover young people’s events.   The offer of help and advice in production of the media group’s new magazine aimed at young people was also given, and they gave it a direct line of communication to the Post’s education correspondent.  

	Specific children and young people


	Members of Nottingham City Youth Council were furious about an article in the local press about kids in the area of Nottingham hanging around the streets causing trouble.  Scott (16) and his friends felt that ‘thugs, yobs, gangs and drugs’ were the kinds of words most commonly used in the media about young people in Britain today.  With added support from local members of the UK Youth Parliament views were expressed to Nottingham City Council. 

	Scott and other members of the Youth Council went along to a meeting with the editor and other senior editorial staff of the Nottingham Evening post. 

The young people told journalists they received too much negative, biased press, that their views were not sought on major issues and that important young people’s events such as the Youth Elections were not properly covered.  
	Young people were very satisfied with the outcome of the meeting.  ‘The paper welcomed our opinions and I do believe they took on board our views,’ says Scott.  ‘We are just so relieved that someone is listening’.  

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	Membership of the Youth Council’s Media Group led to Scott attending an event aimed at seeking the views of the city’s young people – particularly those from disadvantaged and minority groups.  

Negative media coverage emerged as a key issue of concern for them too.  
‘One story had said that for every good young person, there was a hooligan.  Teenagers said they were frequently portrayed as louts, people who did not care. This approach was actually causing more problems because some young people believed that if they got a bad name whatever they did, they might just as well go out and commit crime’.  Scott, Nottingham City Youth Council. 

	
	


Improved Every Child Matters outcomes for children and young people:  making a positive contribution
Source: Seen and Heard 3, BT and UKYP research report 2005  http://www.btplc.com/listening/seen_heard_2005.html
