What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: Parklife, Barnsley Youth Service
Contact: Phil Lane, Barnsley Youth Service
	The issue raised by children and young people:  Nowhere for young people to hang out

	Evidence from
	Listening
	Action
	What’s Changed

	Organisation


	In April 2006 a consultation event about young people's issues, needs or 
concerns in their area was held at Darton High School in Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire. A number of issues were raised throughout the day but the main one was that there simply was nowhere for the young people in the village of Darton to hang out. Out of this consultation a group was formed called the "Parklife" group to look at ways in which parks in the area could be improved.
	Over the following months the group met regularly to plan and organise 
events in several local parks including, in August of that year, a trial 
skate park. The trial was so successful that the group were 
then encouraged to apply for funding to get a permanent skate park. As part 
of their grant application the group visited nearby skate parks in Leeds, 
Derby & Castleford. They made a DVD of their visits, pointing out which 
kinds of ramps, surfaces and lights they would like in their skate park. 
This was then used to support their case for the permanent park in Barnsley.
	Over the summer holidays the group were busy working with other young people & the council in clearing up the park where the skate park is to be built. They spent several days clearing out nettles, weeding & removing graffiti from walls. They also worked with a professional graffiti artist on a four fixed pieces of artwork which has covered over tags & bad language on the park's changing room facility.

In August 2007 a further £15,000 grant was awarded to their project from the Youth Capital Fund which will go towards lighting in the park.  The launch date for the park is 29 October  2007 and it will be opened by Barnsley born international in line skater Jenna Downing who now coaches skaters in Pennsylvania in America.

	Specific children and young people


	‘I went along to a series of consultation events organised by Barnsley Youth Service…Most of the young people attending agreed that there was not enough to do in the village of Darton and, from this, we formed the ‘Parklife’ group, set up to look at ways Darton Park could be improved’.
	Parklife has ‘met regularly and organised events in the park including a trial skate park which was a huge success.  We then began our campaign for a permanent skate park and had a great time visiting other skate parks and making a DVD on our work to support a grant application to the council’s Green Spaces’ fund.
The group then got to work clearing the site and removing graffiti from the walls.  Soon after, I also helped to put together an application to Barnsley’s Youth Capital Fund which allocated us a further £15,000 towards lighting in the park.  Building work is now well underway and the skate park is due to open towards the end of October’.


	 ‘I think the skate park will be a really important development for young people around this area – not just skaters and BMX riders but a place for everyone to hang out.  The sense of achievement has been really great and I think involving young people from the start has made it more successful because we know what will make it work best.’

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	The skate park will be open to other children and young people in the community to use.
The improvements to the park such as the removal of the graffiti will benefit the whole community who use the park as it creates a more pleasant environment.


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, 
Source:  Youth Action
