What’s changed? - mapping the outcome of children and young people’s participation 
Name of organisation: St Christopher’s Solihull; The Children’s Society
Contact: Maureen Murray,  01217092610, mym@childsoc.org.uk 
	The issue raised by children and young people: young disabled people’s lack of access to play areas

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	I have had links with disabled young people who have been working on making local parks and open spaces accessible. We have supported and encouraged the group to have access to the parks and open spaces and to investigate and identify their issues. It has helped us recognise their needs. (Ian Edser – ‘the Parks man,’ Solihull Council)  

	The Parks Department has valued working with disabled young people over the last two years. It has been of great benefit to the maintenance and design process and we hope that this dialogue will continue in the future.

(Ian Edser – ‘the Parks man,’ Solihull Council)  
At St Christopher’s Solihull, as part of the national Ask Us project, we trained and paid disabled young people as researchers. 

Multi media approaches were used in planning and developing the work so young disabled people were in charge of both the medium and the message.


	Solihull Council has involved young disabled people in developing its 10 year play strategy.
Three local parks have been redeveloped to be inclusive and accessible.

Young disabled people have presented nationally, including to the Department of Health and Department of Education and Skills and have given evidence to the international Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Ask Us won the disability category Community Care Award, in 2002; it was recognised at the “Pioneers to the Life of the Nation” reception hosted by The Queen in 2003

	Specific children and young people


	I enjoyed for once being on the other side of the fence.. and I enjoyed making a difference to other people’s lives. (One young researcher)

	We helped plan our own research and what we were going to do. We used discussion groups and individual interviews, drama, song writing, dance, arts projects, group games, puppets, signing to ask questions, making posters, an annual festival….
(Young researchers from the How to Ask Us CD Rom) 
	We (young researchers) gave a presentation to 14 council officials and their representatives.

In Solihull, we got £30,000 from the Children’s Fund to make our local park accessible to all children and young people.

	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	Over the last two years a total of 340 disabled children and young people have given their permission to have their images, views and opinions recorded as part of the Ask Us consultation. Children and young people from a total of 10 local authorities across the country were consulted about issues that were important to them.


	
	In Bristol and Somerset local initiatives have been undertaken to make parks and play spaces accessible to disabled children.
In 2003, the government published its Guidance, “Developing Accessible Play Space,” making sure all play areas across England become accessible. 


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy; staying safe; enjoying and achieving; making a positive contribution
