What’s changed? - mapping the impact of participation activity
Name of organisation: St Nicholas School, Cottesmore, Rutland.
Contact: B Crellin, St Nicholas School, Cottesmore, Rutland.
	The issue raised by children and young people:  Wanted a cycle lane to school.

	Evidence from
	Listening
	Action
	What’s Changed

	Organisation


	As part of the Government’s Safer Routes to School initiative Rutland council have a program of creating cycle ways.  The councils original plan was to create a cycle lane from the town to a hamlet to the west of the school and from there to the next village.  It was estimated to take 2 years.

The children felt that as only one pupil lived in the hamlet and more than 20 lived in the village it made more sense to prioritise the village for the cycle lane.
	A campaign to change the councils’ plans was mounted led by the children.

The school supported the children in their campaign but all of the planning and organising came direct from the children.
	The council changed their plans and created a cycle lane to the village.

There has been an increase in children cycling to school.  This has resulted in more cycle storage being created.

It has become part of the schools travel plan.  

The school has a very strong ‘eco’ ethos and a range of other initiatives have also been adopted within the school.  These include the provision of water fountains and healthy school meals.

The school has received a range of accreditation, including a third green eco flag.  All of the accreditation is applied for by the children

“We encourage the children to make a difference whatever they are doing”



	Specific children and young people


	Children wanted the cycle lane to be created direct to the next village as they felt this would be of more benefit to them.

More children would be able to take advantage of the cycle lane without having to wait 2 years.


	A campaign was mounted and the children decided that they would write to the council, in order to change their plans and give priority to the village.
	“The cycle path from Greethham to Cottesmore is really useful. I cycle to school about twice a week. The cycle path is a more eco-friendly way to travel to school. Plus cycling with a friend is more fun than travelling in the car and I can cycle to see my friends in Cottesmore now” Fraser  

“The cycle path from Greetham to Cottesmore has made an improvement to our community because it’s made it easier to travel in a more eco friendly way to school and to get from one place to another. It also lets the younger children cycle to friends’ houses safely” Matt

“The cycle path is a really good thing to me because I can cycle to school now. It’s a lot safer now because I used to cycle on the main road. It has changed me because I am a lot healthier than I used to be.

I don’t just use it to cycle to school; I use it to cycle to car boots in Cottesmore and other things. The good thing is that when I cycle or walk home from school now with my Mum and Dad if my friends didn’t walk or cycle I get ice cream” Scott Peers  



	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	Other children, young people and the wider community are able to use the cycle lane.  This contributes to encouraging people to use a green form of transport and in making individuals healthier.


Improved outcomes for children and young people: being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution.
Source:  Children and Young People Trust event
