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                                                                                                             What’s changed? 

St Thomas & St Anne’s CE Primary School Children’s Council – Shropshire 
Contact: Dawn Lewis, 01743 254667, dawn.lewis@shropshire-cc.gov.uk

	Issue raised by children and young people: school litter (June 2004)


	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	The children told us they wanted to do something to reduce the amount of litter on the school playground.
	The children counted the amount of crisp packets on one day. At the school council meeting they talked about it with us; it coincided with the introduction of the National Fruit Scheme for our younger pupils. The children’s Council decided to run a trial for four weeks. During this time, the whole school would only eat fruit at break times.
	We are proud that we no longer litter in the school playground. The children have fruit at break times and the peel etc is put in the compost bins. The school received the Eco-Schools Green Flag award for raising environmental awareness and in promoting healthy lifestyles for pupils and the wider school community. Children are keen to participate in a variety of PE and sport activities and make healthy eating choices.

	Specific children and young people


	At our school council we said that we wanted to do something about the amount of litter in the playground.
	We decided to count the amount of crisp packets in one day. We decided to run a trial for four weeks where no crisps were allowed at break times. Children were encouraged to eat fruit if they wanted a snack.
	After four weeks, we looked at the issue again. It was a success and the children were happy with it, so we continued. We had no litter at all and only one compost bin; we went on local radio to talk about what we had done and that we needed another bin - lots of people phoned up offering us one. 

	Other children and young people and the wider community


	Each class has two reps that attend our children’s council; they ask us for our ideas and views and let us know what is happening. Parents were written to asking for their views on the Children’s Council idea.
	At first some of us didn’t like the idea of being able to eat fruit at break times, but after four weeks we were happy to eat fruit with our friends. Apart from two parents, everyone thought it was a good idea for their children to have fruit at break time.
	We have learned a lot about health and the benefits of a balanced diet. We have also learned about looking after our environment. The children have done litter picks in the village. It teaches children about sustainability and looking after the environment.


Improving outcomes for children and young people: Being healthy, Enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution 
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This What’s changed? template links to the Hear by Right standards framework, which enables organisations to map the extent and quality of participation by children and young people in the organisation and plan for improvement. More details from www.nya.org.uk/hearbyright; contact activeinvolvement@nya.org.uk, 01162427406
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The National Youth Agency
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The National Youth Agency
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The National Youth Agency
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