What’s changed – Participation Outcomes Tool
Name of organisation:  Swindon Libraries Partners for Change 
Contact:   Rebecca Bolton, Tel: 01793 464202, e-mail: rbolton@swindon.gov.uk
	The issue for children and young people:  support for young mums reading to their babies 

Date:  2005

	Evidence from
	Evidence of listening
	Evidence of planning
	Evidence of change

	Organisation


	Young mums undertaking ‘U-Too’ training as part of the Partners for Change programme were asked what discouraged them from reading to their babies.  

We agreed that the suggestion to create a story sack would provide props and themes for story sessions that could be used by parents who would benefit from being given a ‘starting point’ for reading with their children.


	Neil Griffiths, the inventor of story sacks, came and did a workshop with the young people to inspire them about reading to their children and to show them what made up a story sack. There was also a visit to a local school to see their collection of story sacks.

The young people were given access to a sewing machine to make the sacks and encouraged to think up ideas to be included on an activity sheet in each sack.
	All the young mums involved in U-Too training have joined the library and all have attended story times with their babies.  None had been to story time before. The group has begun to show a real interest in books and using the skills they learnt making the story sacks. They also want to set up a Young Parent’s Group in the library to continue to support each other after their training is completed.  

	Specific children and young people


	“Sometimes I don’t know what to read to my son. The rhymes help, I don’t look silly holding the book” 

“I don’t know what to read, he’s too young” 

“Our sacks will help children at the library to learn better at school” 

 
	“I wrote a task list with stuff I had to do on it like write letters to companies and draw the activity sheets” 

“We had a group discussion deciding how we would make the story sacks and what could go in them and how we could get funding” 
	“I found that I could be a good storyteller”

“I learnt to work as a team putting my ideas across and listening to others”

“I am more confident with strangers now”

“I have learned how to sew so can make clothes for my son when he is older”



	Other children and young people and the wider community 


	
	
	The story sacks have been used at story times for the launch of the Bookcrawl initiative, providing support to other young mums in the community. 


Improved Every Child Matters outcomes for children and young people:  making a positive contribution; enjoy and achieve

