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What is a Roundtable discussion?
A roundtable discussion is a great way to bring together young people, youth workers, community partners and local decision-makers to explore how communities can better support young people's futures. 
As part of this year's Where Futures Begin theme, roundtables can provide an opportunity for young people to share their aspirations, discuss the challenges they face and explore the support and opportunities they need to thrive. 
Roundtables can be hosted in youth clubs, community venues, schools or partner organisations and can form part of a wider Youth Work Week celebration event. 

Where Futures Begin – Roundtable guide
Aim: Bring together young people, practitioners and decision-makers to explore how communities can better support young people's futures.
Suggested attendees
· Young people
· Youth workers
· Local authority representatives
· MPs and councillors
· Community partners
· Funders
· Schools and colleges
· Health and wellbeing partners
Suggested format (60-90 mins)
1. Welcome and introduction (10 mins)
· Introduce Youth Work Week
· Explain the theme
· Set expectations for discussion
2. Young people's perspectives (15-20 mins)
Ask:
· What opportunities have helped shape your future?
· What challenges are young people facing today?
· What support makes the biggest difference?
3. Group discussion (30-40 mins)
Suggested questions:
· What helps young people thrive in our community?
· How can organisations work together more effectively?
· How can we improve access to opportunities?
· How do we ensure every young person has someone they can turn to?
· What should our priority be for supporting young people over the next few years?
4. Commitments and next steps (10-15 mins)
Ask attendees to identify:
· One thing they have learned
· One action they will take
· One opportunity for future collaboration
After the event
Encourage organisations to:
· Share key reflections on social media using #YWW2026
· Publish photos and quotes (with permissions)
· Send a press release to local media
· Thank attendees and partners
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