[image: ]Youth Work Week 2026: Social Media Toolkit
Inspire, Advocate, Celebrate: Help more people see the difference Youth Work makes

This toolkit is designed to help partners take part in Youth Work Week 2026 and celebrate the role youth work plays in shaping young people's lives. 
This year's theme, Where Futures Begin, recognises that every young person's journey is shaped by the relationships they build, the environments they feel part of and the opportunities they're given. Youth Work Week is an opportunity to celebrate and showcase the young people, youth workers, volunteers, organisations and partnerships that make this possible every day, while raising awareness of the impact youth work has on confidence, belonging, aspirations and positive futures.
Social media is one of the most effective ways we can spread awareness of the power of youth work and help gain the support needed to maintain a sustainable youth sector. During Youth Work Week, we’d really appreciate you sharing NYA content and/or your own stories demonstrating the life-changing impact youth work has on young futures. 
To help get you started, we've provided some suggested ideas and social media posts, along with editable Canva templates which you can use as is or tailor to your organisation. Feel free to adapt them, combine them or create your own content inspired by the Where Futures Begin theme.
Where possible, tag the National Youth Agency so we can help amplify your content throughout the week and don't forget to include #YWW2026 so we can see and share what you're doing during the week.
Note: This pack isn't just for organisations working directly with young people. If you're a funder, local authority, national body or other supporter of youth work, you'll find ready-made graphics that you can use and share. Feel free to adapt or remove any of the more tailored caption text so it's relevant to your organisation.



Suggested posting schedule
	
If you use Canva, then you can access editable templates here.

Don’t use Canva? Download the ready-to-use graphics pack here.


	
Day

	Graphic
	Suggested caption

	Monday

What does "Where Futures Begin" mean to your organisation?

Introduce the theme and your involvement in Youth Work Week.
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	Youth Work: Where Futures Begin
At [organisation], futures begin with belonging, opportunity and support.
This Youth Work Week, we're celebrating the young people, youth workers and communities who make futures possible.
Every young person deserves somewhere they can feel heard, valued and encouraged to thrive. For us, that's what youth work is all about.
💬 Tell us: what does "Where Futures Begin" mean to you?
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026

	
Tuesday

Young people's aspirations

Share what young people are working towards and what helps them get there.
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	Every future starts with an aspiration.
From career ambitions and creative passions to building confidence and developing new skills, young people have incredible goals for their futures.
At [organisation], we're proud to provide the space, support and opportunities that help turn aspirations into achievements.
✨ Today we're sharing some of the hopes and ambitions of the young people we work with.
[Add young people's quotes, goals or aspirations – you can also use the editable templates here to create a quote graphic]
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026

	Wednesday

Youth worker spotlight

Celebrate a youth worker, volunteer or staff member making a difference.
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	Meet the people behind the impact
This Youth Work Week, we're recognising the dedicated staff and volunteers who make a difference every day.
Meet [name], one of our amazing [youth workers/volunteers/team members].
💬 "The best part of youth work is [insert quote]."
Thank you to all the youth workers helping young people build confidence, discover opportunities and shape their futures.
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026

	Thursday

Partnerships and community impact

Highlight the partnerships helping young people thrive.
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	Futures are shaped by communities working together.
We're proud to work alongside partners who help create opportunities for young people across [area/community].
Together with [partner names], we're helping young people access experiences, support, training and opportunities that can make a lasting difference.
Thank you to every organisation helping to create environments where young people can thrive.
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026

	Friday

Stories of change

Share a youth work case study, testimonial or former participant story.
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	Every future starts somewhere.
This Youth Work Week, we're sharing NYA's campaign film, which tells the story of how one small act of support can shape a young person's future.
The story may be fictional, but the impact is real. Every day, youth workers build trusted relationships, create opportunities and help young people discover what's possible.
The film inspired us to share [Name]'s story, and how youth work helped them [achieve goal/overcome challenge/build confidence – share a short quote or link to a longer blog or case study]. 
🎥 Watch the film and discover the difference youth work can make: [YouTube link will be added when available]
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026

	Weekend

Celebration and thanks

Reflect on the week and thank young people, youth workers, volunteers and partners.
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	Together, we're creating opportunities and building futures.
To the young people, staff, volunteers, partners, supporters and families who make this work possible… a heartfelt thank you for being part of the journey.
Whether you've joined a session, supported a project, volunteered your time or championed youth work, you've helped make a difference.
While the week may be ending, our commitment to supporting young people continues every day.
We appreciate you celebrating Youth Work Week with us and helping more futures begin.
#YouthWorkWeek #WhereFuturesBegin #YWW2026




Further content ideas...
Consider sharing:
· A young person's achievement or milestone
· A story about a trusted relationship that made a difference
· A partnership that has supported young people locally
· A youth worker, volunteer or staff spotlight
· A young person's future aspiration
· A local event, discussion or celebration taking place during Youth Work Week
· A former participant's story and where they are now
· One action a young person is taking towards their future
· Photos or videos from activities and events
· Examples of youth work's impact in your community

Youth Voice templates
Take a look at these Instagram story or reel frames – you can use the following prompts to start an interview or discussion:
How has youth work made a difference in your life? Youth work has helped me to...
What are your hopes for the future? My future looks like...
Who or what has helped you along the way? I couldn't have done it without...
These can be used with young people to generate conversations and support content creation during Youth Work Week.
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Creative Ways to Share Youth Voice While Protecting Privacy
There are several ways to capture and share young people's views while keeping them anonymous. Here are some simple approaches:
· Take a photo of a young person participating in an activity where their face is not visible, then overlay a quote reflecting their views.
· Film a young person from an angle where they cannot be identified while they answer the questions.
· Record them from behind as they write their statement on a whiteboard, flipchart or piece of paper.
· Ask young people to write a key message on postcards, sticky notes or placards and photograph the results.
· Photograph a piece of writing, artwork or other creative output that expresses their thoughts and experiences.
· Record a voice note and pair it with a non-identifiable image, such as a photograph of your youth club, an activity or a relevant object.
· Film close-up shots of activities, equipment or creative work while playing an audio recording of the young person's voice.
· Photograph hands engaged in an activity, such as creating artwork, taking part in a project, or holding a sign with their message.
· Use silhouette photography, ensuring no identifying features are visible.
· Create a quote graphic using the young person's words alongside themed imagery
· Capture a group activity or discussion from behind, highlighting participation without identifying individuals.

Further caption examples...
Youth Work Organisations 
Example 1 
Every young person deserves the support, opportunities and encouragement to build the future they want. 
This #YWW2026, we're celebrating how youth work helps young people build confidence, discover their strengths and take positive steps towards their ambitions. 
Example 2 
Youth work creates spaces where young people can grow, connect with others and explore what's possible for their future. 
We're proud to be supporting #YWW2026 and celebrating the impact of youth work in our community. 
Example 3 
From developing new skills to finding their voice, young people achieve incredible things every day. 
This Youth Work Week, we're sharing stories of the young people, youth workers and communities helping create positive futures. 
#YWW2026 

Funders 
Example 1 
Young people's futures are strengthened by opportunity, support and trusted relationships. 
This #YWW2026, we're celebrating the organisations and youth workers helping young people thrive in communities across the country. 
Example 2 
We're proud to support youth work that helps young people develop confidence, build connections and pursue their ambitions. 
Join us in celebrating Youth Work Week 2026. 
#YWW2026  
Example 3 
Supporting youth work means investing in young people's potential. 
This Youth Work Week, we're recognising the impact youth organisations have on the lives and futures of young people. 
#YWW2026 

Membership Bodies and National Partners 
Example 1 
Youth work helps young people develop skills, confidence and a sense of belonging. 
We're pleased to support #YWW2026 and celebrate the people and organisations making a difference every day. 
Example 2 
Behind every positive future are people, places and opportunities that help young people grow. 
This Youth Work Week, we're joining partners across the sector to celebrate the impact of youth work. 
#YWW2026 
Example 3 
Youth workers support young people to overcome challenges, explore their ambitions and make their voices heard. 
Join us in celebrating Youth Work Week 2026. 
 #YWW2026 

Local Authorities and Public Sector Partners 
Example 1 
Youth work helps young people build confidence, contribute to their communities and work towards their goals. 
This #YWW2026, we're recognising the vital contribution of youth workers across our area. 
Example 2 
Creating opportunities for young people is key to building strong communities. 
We're proud to celebrate the youth workers, organisations and partnerships supporting young people every day. 
#YWW2026 
Example 3 
When young people have access to support, opportunities and trusted adults, they are better able to achieve their ambitions. 
This Youth Work Week, we're celebrating the role of youth work in helping futures take shape. 
 #YWW2026
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